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Public Hearing reouests Uni O·i 1 fnco1·nol·a ted . \ 
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DIVISION 

Thi s 'facil ity has been constructed entirely unde1· Te:<as Air Control 
Board pe,•mi ts . The original facility (C-5243) was a petroleum product 
storage facility m•med by Oi'l & Gas Company o'f Texas, Incorporated. This 
facility was sold to Uni and tankage was added (C-5879), but no refining 
or product treatment l'las calTied out at this l ocation . All of the tankage 
and the truck loadi ng rack covered by these t i'IO permits is located north­
l'lest of the F14 2725- Bi shor RoiJd intersection 1vell a1·1ay from residences . 

Uni applied for a permit (C-6027) to construct a 10,000 barrel per d«y 
crude topping pl ant wi th its assoc i a ted tankage, truck 1 oadi ng and barge 
dock in December, 1977 . This fac ili ty i s located southeast of th~ 
F~1 2725- Bi shop Road i ntersect·i on, di rectly across Bi shop RDi!d from the 
l'esidential area \•/here most complaint s have originated . 1:/hile this 
r efinery port i on of the facility ~1as under· const1·uction, citizen compl a·in ts 
of odor, dust , and noise began . 

Three additional construction permi t applications of Uni Oil, lncarporilted, 
are pending at this time. These 1•1ere th€! subject of the publ ic meeting 
held on AucJUst 15, 1978, in Inglesi de, Texas , and of the hearing requests 
rece i ved from various citizens after that meeting . 

The first of these pending applications, C-6607 , l·tas rece ived on June 9, 
1978. It is for the construction of f ive ne•-1 petroleum storage tanks . 
/Ill of these tanks are to be constructed v;ell back fr•om any public roads 
or residences, but on the site southeast of the F!·1 2725"Bi shop Road 
i ntersection . Other tankage and process equipment constructed under 
C-6027 1 i es between these proposed tanks and the roads or res ·j dences. 
T~1o of these tanks we1·e exempted by letter on Ju ly 21 , 1978, under 
Exempt·ion Ho. 57 for the storage of residual oil . The staff revi e•11 
of this permit has been compl eted . 

The second of these pending app 1 i cilti ons , C-6625 , 11as received on June 14 , 
1973 . I t is f or the construction of an additional 30,000 bar1·el per day 
c1·ude distil l ation un i t. Thi s fac ili ty will be located along Ft1 2725, 
on the property southeast of the m 2725-Bi shop Road intersection. This 
po1·tion of the refinery, h01·1ever , is located a1·1ay from any exist i ng 
res idences, across the road f1· om <J vacant tract of rangeland . 

This <.listi11ation unit ~li ll not have uny discrete process vents, and its 
only hydrocarbon emissions wi ll be fugitives. One gas-fired crude heater 
i s the onl y other source of emissions. Nel'/ Source Performance Standards 
apply to the col'!bust i on of fuel \)as i n this heater and th i s permit l.lll'i t 
will be requ i red to use BACT to abate other potenti a 1 euri ss ion sources . 
Uni has not yet dete1·mined a value for the fu!]it i ve hydroca l·borr·enrissions 
from this faci lity, so that this perl'lit is still under staft3/;;i ev',-" rD.~/ J; ~[· 
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The last of these pending appl ications, C-6670, ~1as received on July 3, 
19713 . This permit unit covet·s the change of service of ti-m existing 
tanks l ocated north~1cst of the Fr~ 2725- Bi shop Road i ntet·secti on . The 
construction of these tanks ~1as exempted under Exemption No . 57 by 
letter f rom the Reg·ion 5 office on November 18, 1977. The tanks are 
presently i n residual oil serv i ce, and Un i pr oposes to install internal 
floating roofs in them and change t heir service to volatile naphtha. 
There wi 11 be a neL hydrocarbon emission increase from these tanks after 
this proposed chan9e of servi ce and audition of control equipment. The 
staff review of th i s permi t has been completed . 

The above t hree pendin~r permit appli cations, along i·li th one permit 
appl i cation each f rom Tipperary Refining and Raymal Refin i ng, Limited, 
~1ere the subject of a public meeting held in Ingl eside , Texas, on 
August 15, 1978, in an attempt to delineate and resolve the citizens' 
compl a i nts rece·ived about these faC'il ities . The majority of comments, 
compla i nts, and quest ions concerned the Uni facilities in the pending 
permits and the one issue<.! permit, C-6027 . 

Area res ·i dents at the pub 1 i c meeting seemed most concerne<.l about the 
facil i ty constt·uctetl by Uni under· permit C-6027 . Uni ' s ex·is t ing 
petrol eum product storage tanks and truck loadi n5J rack had been in opera ­
tion ·.~ith fe•,l, if any, odo·r cornpla·ints. Hm·mver, 1·1hen the facility 
under perrn·i t C- 6027 corrmenced construction, area residents became 
ala1·mcd at its proximity to thei r homes . It has been constt·ucted very 
near to residences (across a paved road -Bishop Road- only about 100 
feet from residential yvrds to the above-ground pi peline 1•ack on Uni 
property) and has rrobabl y affected property values of those homes. 
The residents themselves are primari l y retired peopie and fishermen, 
etc. 1·1ho moved to the ru ra 1 area . 

Ti1e compla i nts aired by t·esidents at the public meeting chiefly concerned 
matters outside of the jurisdiction of the Texas Ail· Control Board . These 
items i ncluded Un i trucks exceedin9 established, posted speed limits 
on Bishop & Sunray Roads, increased noise from truck tr·affic, noise 
from r efinery process equipment , no i se from a hi gh pressure gas regula ting 
valve very close to residents homes, change in potability of r es i dent ' s !_ 
well watet· aftet· ,Uni ' s refinery expansion, closi ng of a through street 
by Uni ( 1~ ith permiss ion of the county couunissioners) which 1·1as the only 
out 1 et from homes on P"hayer Circle that did not pass through Un i 's 
refinery, cutting down of trees al ong Bishop Road (on Uni property), 
l ikel ·ihood of fire from tankage enr,ul fing residents' homes, safety of 
S!;hool children 1·1ho would have to l·lait for the school bus on nan0\·1 
Bishop Road instead of HI 2725 , and othe·r related complain ts . Uni has 
communicated their intent to 1·esolve some of these probl ems to the area 
residents as a result of the publ ic meeting . 



Complaints a·ired at t he publ ic meet i ng l·thich i nvol ved matters in ~thi ch 1·1e 
have j ur i sdiction incl uded odors from Un·i and Raymal (the only operational 
facil i ties at the t ime of the meeting) northwest of Ft·1 2725, odor complainls 
of d1esel exhaus t gas fumigating homes of Phayer Ci rcle \Yhen Uni trucks 
load fuel oil for a l ong pe1·iod of t ime 1~ith their motot·s idling, and 
fugit ive dust comp 1 a i nts from a1·ea roads . 

The fugit i ve dust is partl y the result of Uni ' s constructi on operati ons, 
Un i ' s pr oduct tank truck traff i c , and other heavy i ndustr i es' truck 
t r affic on nanm1, poorly paved Bi shop Road. Host of the dust experi enced 
by res i dents of Phayer Ci r cle comes f\·om Bishop Road (a county road), since 
the wind di rection in th i s vic i ni ty i s very constant and per sistent. A 
lesser source of dust is generated durin9 construction a t Uni. Construction 
of the three pending perm·its should not exacerbate this dust probl em s i nce 
t he prevail ing 1•ind shoul d carry i t av1ay f rom these residences . If 
t hese dust J>roblems do no t abate after Uni ' s constructi on is finished, 
fur t her i nvesti gat ion of the sources of the dust s houl d be conducted. 

The source of the odor comploints bas heen tentat·ively ·identifi ed as ei tiler 
Raymal ' s flare emissions when the·ir i gniter· has bl 0\'111 out, or the hydrogen 
sulfide ft"Oiij spoi 1 dred<Jing operations in the Intercoastal Canal about 
one·ha l f mile away (up1·1i nd) . Hhen the 1 0,000 barre 1 pe1· day toppi ng unit 
(C- 6027) of Uni ' s i s operational, additi onal fu gi t ive odors may reach 
r esident s' homes, but the pt·eva i l i ng 1•1i nd ~ti ll tend to min imize this . 

Uni has al1reed to require and ~nforce truck drivers to t urn off their engines 
vthile loadi ng fuel oil on Bishop Roud . Odors f rom the load i ng opet·at ion 
itself have apparently not been a probl em, other than the diesel exhaust . 
IF thi s can be enf orced , th is problem should be t·eso l ved . 

At the publ i c meeti ng, rnsidents of Phaye1· Ci r cl e expressed the mos t 
concet·n about pendi ng permi ts C-6607 ( t ht•ee new tanks) and C-6625 ( 30, 000 
HOPD expansion or capacity). These facil'ities are located across Bishop 
Road from them, but othet· pr ocess equ ipmen t under permi t C-6027 is 
between these proposed facil i t i es and resident s ' homes . 

Along ~tith the cal cul at i on of a fu gi tive emission for C-6625, Uni is 
investi gat i ng thl! effect of this expansion on tankage emissions and other 
emissi on sources i n previously i ssued per mits . It was our understanding 
that this expanded capacity l·/3S used t o calculate emissions from tanks, 
truck loading racks, and barge clocks under C- 6027, but th i s is being 
veri f ied. 

l t shou ld be noted her·e t hat r epr esentatives of Uni Oil, Incm·porated, 
met lvith us i n a pre- penni t meeting on August 11 , 1978 , t o d iscuss 
permi t appl ications 1~hich they have in rreparati on. Tiley do not plan to 
expand the refininf] capacity of t he overall facility beyond the 40,000 
BOPD level already being reviewed . H01·1ever , the future pet·mit applicat i ons 
~lil l s igni f icantly alter the nature and quant i ty of pt·oducts produced . 
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Af~er the th1·ee presently pending permit applicati ons have been resolved, 
un: pl~ns ~o submi t_permit applications for UOP Fl uid Catalytic Cracking 
Umt 1-11 th 1ts dSSOCHlted FCC Qas concentration uni t, LPG Herox Unit, and 
FCC gasoline llerox Unit, a sulfur recovery unit 1-1ith an associated amine 
unit and sour water stripper, a catalytic l'eformer and hyd1·otreater, a 
vacuum distilldtion unit, and an HF Alkylation Unit. The addition of 
these five permit units to this facility 1·1iil change this refinery from 
a c:ude topping unit producing fuel oil and naphtha to an integrated 
ref1nery producing !lasoline , fuel oil, lub1·icating oils, and other 
petroleum del"ivatives. This shifting of production from fuel oil to 
gasoline will surely generate more input from area residents ·.-1hen these 
applications are revie·.~ed. Again, permit C- 6027 should already reflect 
the impact of the expanded refinery (even after the five future permil 
applications) upon tankage and loading emissions . 

1 t is our opinion that the tl-10 pending permits C- 6607 and C-6670 for 
tankage can be i ssued l·lilhout CJ publ i c hearing . Area 1·esidents' concerns 
centered primarily on re ri nery process equ i pment and not existing tankage. 
Residents were initially concerned about the lack of fire1•1alls around 
Lanku<l(! being built under C-60?7, but these f i re~1a1ls are be in(.J constructed 
now . They olre usually t he last constructi on on a s t orage tank because they 
impede ~~cess to the tank. No rea l opposit i on 11as expressed l:o the change 
of servi ce covered by permit C-6670 . 

Pcrmi t aprlication C-6625 is bas·ic to the expansion of capacity of this 
fac il ity. Emissions from th·is permit unit ar e mi nimal , ho1·1ever, because 
increased throughput in other parts of the r·efi ner·y has a 1 ready been 
accounted ror in previous permit emissi on ca lculati ons . 

The oriqinal 10,000 BOPD facility (C-6027) i s poorly l ocated. Its process 
equipment is close to public thoroughfares and res i dences . l~OI'Iever, fr·om an 
air pollution standpoint, emissions from the 40,000 BOPD _expanded pr?c~ss 
area should not impact the nearest residences under pers1stant preva1l1nq 
wind conditions. A 1 though this facility is not ideally 1 oca ted 1·/~ th . ,J 
regard to emissions and land use, it is not unacceptably located 1n th1s ~ 
respect. 

It is our opinion that the 30,000 BOPO expansion application C- 6625 should 
be supported on a land use basis. 
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